
The Educational Imperative of Our
Generation

The Women's Charter of 1961
established the legal framework
for marriage, divorce, and the
protection of women and girls in
Singapore. It set standards for
monogamous marriage, defined
rights and obligations between
spouses, and provided
mechanisms for maintenance and
custody.

The Hat She Wears

Within this legal structure, consider the role of the wife as solicitor-general
of the home. Just as a solicitor-at-law marshals evidence and builds
reasoned arguments, the wife as a solicitor in love cultivates wisdom about
righteous living through sustained study of scripture and engagement with
her faith community. She gathers knowledge across every dimension of life
—spiritual formation, practical habits, relational health, and future planning.
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This role as solicitor-in-love
involves educating herself and her
household, including her husband
if married, on the pathways of
holy living. Like a solicitor
constructing a case from
evidence, she develops patterns
of virtue, knowledge, self-control,
perseverance, brotherly kindness,
and love. These qualities reflect
the natural endowments given to
humanity from the beginning.

The Women's Charter provides
the legal boundaries for marriage
and family life. Within these
boundaries, the wife as solicitor-
general of the home maintains a
posture of righteousness—spirit,
mind, and body aligned—
throughout the length of her days.
This is not performance or
pretense, but the steady
cultivation of godly character in
service of building a marriage and
home founded on biblical
principles.

In the 1959 Legislative Assembly election, the People’s
Action Party campaigned openly on the “one man, one
wife” slogan, at a time when women voters turned out
in large numbers following the introduction of
compulsory voting. Image from National Archives of
Singapore
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The office of the wife as
solicitor-in-love extends
beyond theoretical
knowledge into practical
application. She establishes
rhythms of prayer, study,
and service that shape the
household's spiritual
climate. Through morning
devotions, evening
reflections, and teachable
moments throughout the
day, she creates an
environment where faith
becomes tangible and lived.

The Practice of
Righteousness in
Daily Life
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Her repository of biblical wisdom—those tens of thousands of
kingdom data points—comes from years of sitting under sound
teaching, wrestling with scripture in personal study, and learning
from the testimonies of faithful women who have gone before. She
knows the proverbs that guide financial stewardship, the psalms that
comfort in distress, the prophetic words that call for justice, and the
gospel narratives that reveal Christ's character.



This educational role
encompasses multiple
dimensions. She teaches
children the stories of faith,
helping them understand their
identity as image-bearers of
God. She models repentance
and forgiveness,
demonstrating how to restore
broken relationships. She
cultivates discernment,
equipping her household to
navigate cultural pressures
while remaining faithful to
biblical truth.

Educating the
Household in Holiness
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In partnership with her husband, she
builds a home that reflects the kingdom
of God—a space marked by hospitality,
truth-telling, generosity, and worship.
Her influence extends beyond her
immediate family to the wider church
community, particularly as she mentors
younger women and participates in the
collective discipleship that occurs in
small groups and fellowship gatherings.
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In Singapore's fast-paced,
achievement-oriented
society, the role of solicitor-
in-love of the home offers a
counter-cultural vision. It
prioritises eternal values
over temporal success,
character formation over
career advancement, and
spiritual legacy over
material accumulation. This
doesn't diminish
professional work or public
contribution, but it properly
orders them under the
supreme calling to love God
and neighbour.

The "Singapore girl" of 1970s
airline advertisements highlights
an important contrast. That iconic
image of the Singapore girl in her
sarong kebaya designed by french
fashion icon Pierre Balmain
represented grace, beauty, and
service within a commercial
context. The Christian woman's
calling transcends such superficial
representations, rooted instead in
the biblical vision of the virtuous
woman described in Proverbs 31
—one who fears the Lord, works
with eager hands, opens her arms
to the poor, and speaks with
wisdom and faithful instruction.

The Singapore Context:
From Airlines Advertisement
to Kingdom Reality
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This hat she wears
points to the office itself
—a position of genuine
authority and
responsibility within the
home. Under the
Women's Charter's legal
framework and, more
importantly, under
biblical teaching, the
wife exercises
leadership in the
domestic sphere. She
manages the household,
makes decisions about
daily operations, and
bears responsibility for
the spiritual and
practical well-being of
those under her care.

This authority operates
within the biblical
structure of mutual
submission and
complementary roles. As
Ephesians 5 describes,
both husband and wife
submit to one another
out of reverence for
Christ, while also
fulfilling distinct callings.
The wife's role as
solicitor in love doesn't
compete with the
husband's headship but
complements it, much
as different offices in
government serve
distinct but coordinated
functions.

The Hat She Wears:
Authority and Submission in

Biblical Balance

THE OIKOS FELLOWSHIP



Preparing the Next Generation

These children witness
faith integrated into
everyday life. They see
their mother's consistent
walk with God, her patient
endurance through trials,
her joy in worship, and her
commitment to truth.
They learn that following
Christ isn't confined to
Sunday services but
permeates every aspect of
existence—work, rest,
relationships, and
recreation.

Perhaps the most enduring
impact of the wife as solicitor-
general in the home comes
through her influence on the
next generation. The children
who grow up in such homes
receive an inheritance far more
valuable than material wealth—
they inherit a living faith, a
moral framework, and a vision
for righteous living that equips
them to serve God and society.
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Many are the hours with the children
of revival in the church in flats. This
captures the reality of urban ministry
in Singapore's housing estates. These
informal gatherings—home groups,
children's programs, neighbourhood
outreach—form the grassroots
context where faith is nurtured and
transmitted. The wife as solicitor in
love participates actively in this
communal life, both receiving from
and contributing to the body of
Christ.

The Church in the Flats:
Community and Formation
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Her tens of thousands of data points
about righteous living aren't merely
academic knowledge but wisdom
forged in community. She learns from
other women's experiences, gains
perspective from diverse cultural
backgrounds within Singapore's
multiracial church, and develops
practical skills for navigating the
challenges of raising children in a
secular society while maintaining
biblical convictions.
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The office of solicitor-general of
the home isn't a temporary
assignment or a phase of life—it's
a lifelong calling that evolves
through different seasons.
Whether single or married, young
or old, with children at home or in
the empty-nest years, the
Christian woman maintains her
commitment to cultivating and
communicating righteousness.

Conclusion: A Lifetime
Office

This calling finds its ultimate
model not in cultural
stereotypes or commercial
images, but in the women of
scripture—Sarah, Ruth, Esther,
Mary, Priscilla, and countless
unnamed faithful women who
served God in their generation.
Like them, the Singapore
woman who embraces this
office contributes to God's
redemptive work in her family,
church, and nation, building a
legacy that outlasts her earthly
life.
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